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A Bronze Age specialist, Professor Wright’s primary research is in the 
evolution of complex societies in the Aegean. This grew out of interests 
in architecture and urbanism, and led him to explore the social aspects of 
community formation and maintenance—subjects such as prestige display, 
mortuary customs, and feasting. He has had a long held interest in ancient 
Greek architecture, especially as it informed the development of ancient 
communities and their sanctuaries, the regional character of ancient Greece, 
and the spread of Hellenic culture.
PUBLIC LECTURE
From Emblem to Epic: Mycenaean art and society
Thursday August 31, 6.00pm
Forgan Smith (Building 1), room E109
The University of Queensland
Contact Dr Amelia Brown for further information: a.brown9@uq.edu.au
For further details on the AAIA Visiting Professor Programme:
sydney.edu.au/arts/aaia/research/visitors.shtml
2017 AAIA VISITING PROFESSOR
This lecture examines how an artistic style emerged that exemplified the 
Mycenaean civilization in Greece during the Late Bronze Age. It investigates 
how individuals used luxuries and other high status items to promote their 
social and political position so as to consolidate power over their communities 
and in relation to competing leaders elsewhere within Greece. Discussed 
also is how the Mycenaeans created both a local art and blended with the 
art of the palaces of Crete to institute a visual program within the palaces 
they constructed at their capitals on the mainland, and a consideration of 
the impact of this visual program after the fall of the palaces.
Professor Wright will also be giving a seminar in the Classics and 
Ancient History series on  The Archaeology of the Longue Durée: The 
piedmont of the Corinthia and cycles of regional occupation. Friday 
September 1, Michie Building, room 219.
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Victoria Worrall (The University of Queensland) ‘From Herodotus to 
Heywood: The Development of the Tomb Story of Semiramis’. 
Dr Andrew Collins (The University of Queensland) ‘From Man to God: 





Prof. James C. Wright (Bryn Mawr College) ‘From Emblem to Epic: 





Prof. James C. Wright (Bryn Mawr College) ‘The Archaeology of la longue 






Susan Edmondson (The University of Queensland) ‘Networking on the Atlantic 
Façade of Hispania during the Republic and the Early Roman Empire’.   
Nile de Jonge (The University of Queensland) ‘War, Wind, and Water: 





Carlos Robinson (The University of Queensland) ‘Aphrodite and Arsinoë II: 
Laying the Keel for Understanding a New Goddess’. 
Dustin McKenzie (The University of Queensland) ‘On Trinacrian Shores: The 





John McTavish (The University of Queensland) ‘Ptolemy and Seleucus: The 
Saviour and the Victor’. 
Joel Gordon (The University of Otago) ‘From Contradiction to Coherence: 
Underworld Topography and the Grove of Persephone’.  
 
Nos. 2 and 4-7 are research seminars. They are held on Fridays from 4 pm on the St Lucia campus 
in room 219 of the Michie Building (building no. 9). Seminars are always followed by a wine 
reception. Nos. 1 and 3 are public lectures. Prof. Ash is the R D Milns Visiting Professor for this 
year. Prof. Wright is the Australian Archaeological Institute at Athens (AAIA) Visiting Professor 
for 2017. His public lecture begins at 6 pm and is in room E109 of the Forgan-Smith Building 
(building no. 1). It is sponsored by the Queensland Friends of the AAIA. Prof. Wright’s 2 talks as 
well as those of Prof. Ash and Dr Collins will be recorded. Podcasts will be made available at 
https://hapi.uq.edu.au/classics-and-ancient-history-seminar-listing. Questions about this program 
and offers of papers for 2018 can be directed to Dr David. M. Pritchard (d.pritchard@uq.edu.au 
or +61 401 955 160).  
   




Prof. Rhiannon Ash (Oxford University) ‘Emperors in Space: Proxemics and the Portrayal of 
the Princeps’ (Public Lecture).  
 
This public lecture engages with something of a growth area in Roman history and literature, namely 
the creative ways in which space is depicted in the ancient world. In this connection proxemics is a 
distinct field of analysis which studies how humans use social and personal space and what is at stake 
in third-party perceptions of how individuals operate and interact with others in the space around 
them. Sensitivity to proxemics has clear implications for our understanding of how Roman emperors 
are portrayed in different texts. This public lecture consider various ways in which emperors get 
things right and get things wrong. It puts the spotlight on how Tacitus and Suetonius depict the anti-
social emperor, Tiberius, who is often seen to mishandle public and private space in intriguing ways.  
 
Dr Andrew Collins (The University of Queensland) ‘From Man to God: Understanding 
Alexander the Great’s Divinity’.  
 
The issue of Alexander the Great’s divinity has produced an enormous literature. Modern scholars 
are divided in their view of how Alexander understood his divinity. A. B. Bosworth argued that 
Alexander really believed that he had a divine nature and so demanded divine honours. For E. Badian 
Alexander thought he was merely worthy of receiving isotheoi timai (‘honours equal to those of the 
gods’) but understood that he was not actually divine. This seminar will closely analyse the modern 
debate on Alexander’s divinity and carefully trace each step by which he came to demand divine 
honours. It will show how on this important question Badian got closer to the truth than Bosworth.  
 
Nile de Jonge (The University of Queensland) ‘War, Wind, and Water: Maritime Religion in 
Herodotus’.  
 
Herodotus is vitally important evidence for our understanding of early Greek maritime religion. Yet 
he has rarely been used to research this topic. This seminar explores Herodotus’s religious views and 
especially his multifaceted treatment of maritime-related religious practices. It focusses on how he 
wrote about winds and storms at sea, and how this compares to general Greek and Persian views 
about these risky phenomena. Through these examples the seminar explores the religions practices 
that the Greeks and Persians undertook when faced with destructive weather at the sea.  
 
Susan Edmondson (The University of Queensland) ‘Networking on the Atlantic Façade of 
Hispania during the Republic and the Early Roman Empire’.  
 
There is evidence for networks of trade and communication between coastal communities of the 
north-west of the Iberian Peninsula and those of Ireland, Britain and Brittany from the late bronze 
age. This network diminishes during the iron age but re-emerges during the early Roman Republic. 
From the late bronze age there is also evidence of networking between the south-west of Iberian 
Peninsula and North Africa and the Mediterranean. These networks fostered the development of a 
relatively urbanised culture before the Peninsula came under Roman control. Caesar’s and Augustus’s 
policies consolidated both historical networks. This seminar reviews this network history before and 
after the coming of the Romans. It explores how the relationships between the Peninsula’s coastal 
communities differed from those between inland communities. The seminar concludes by showing 
how important elements of the Peninsula’s indigenous cultures continued well into Roman times.  
 
Joel Gordon (The University of Otago) ‘From Contradiction to Coherence: Underworld 
Topography and the Grove of Persephone’. 
 
Literary descriptions of the underworld present it as a realm full of contradictions. They prove to be 
problematical, when they are analysed as real physical phenomena that conform to the laws of 
physics, time and space. Any attempt to map the underworld as real thus quickly becomes futile. But 
this does not mean that the underworld is illogical or incongruous. This seminar offers an alternative 
methodology for surveying underworld topography that emphasises its metaphysical nature. Using 
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as a case-study Homer’s grove of Persephone, it demonstrates how particular geographical features 
draw upon connotative associations and intertextual allusions in order to describe imagined 
metaphysical ‘realities’ rather than actual physical ones.  
 
Dustin McKenzie (The University of Queensland) ‘On Trinacrian Shores: The Mythological 
Landscapes of Sicily in Virgil’s Poetry’.  
 
This seminar explores the relationship between Rome and Sicily by demonstrating the striking degree 
to which landscape and associated features determined Roman discourse about this island in the first 
century BC. This is particularly true in the works of Virgil, whose Aeneid and Eclogues present a 
Sicily that engages with contemporary Roman conceptions of the island. Through the analysis of key 
Sicilian landscapes in these two works this seminar demonstrates how Virgil interacts with, and 
reinforces, the conceptions of his contemporary audiences.  
 
John McTavish (The University of Queensland) ‘Ptolemy and Seleucus: The Saviour and the 
Victor’. 
 
Between 316 and 311 BC Seleucus Nicator deftly negotiated the turbulent political landscape of the 
early hellenistic era. Initially a symbol of resistance for those Diadochoi who chose to make a stand 
against the power of Antigonus Monophthalmus, he would later return to Babylonia in a triumphant 
fashion as the self-declared general of all Asia. While Nicator’s astonishing rise owes much to his 
own ambition and talent, it was in fact the patronage of Ptolemy that facilitated his ascendency. This 
seminar explores the relationship between Ptolemy and Seleucus. It argues that Nicator’s return to 
Babylonia was simply the latest in a long line of the machinations that Ptolemy made in order to 
bolster his position in Syria.  
 
Carlos Robinson (The University of Queensland) ‘Aphrodite and Arsinoë II: Laying the Keel 
for Understanding a New Goddess’.  
 
Modern scholars may have embarked upon the study of classical maritime religion, but the topic of 
such religion in hellenistic times is still largely uncharted waters. In particular the study of the 
maritime Aphrodite during this period appears to harbour many unanswered questions. This seminar 
attempts to navigate the sea of information relating to early Ptolemaic religion, which included 
various innovations such as ruler cults and new deities such as Sarapis. In the 270s BC the Ptolemaic 
Queen, Arsinoë II, was deified as the maritime goddess, Aphrodite of Fair Sailing (Euploia). This 
seminar seeks to understand the possible reasons for this deification by getting all relevant sources 
on deck and examining the development of the maritime cult of Aphrodite in the hellenistic period.  
 
Victoria Worrall (The University of Queensland) ‘From Herodotus to Heywood: The 
Development of the Tomb Story of Semiramis from Antiquity until the Early Modern Period’.  
 
From Herodotus to Heywood the tomb story of the legendary Assyrian queen, Semiramis, has a rich 
history within the classical tradition. This seminar will discuss the progression of sources from 
antiquity to the early modern period, focusing on Herodotus, Plutarch and, among early modern 
authors, Thomas Heywood. The seminar argues that the continued circulation of the story of 
Semiramis’s tomb can be attributed to its flexibility and the moralising tone. Additionally the seminar 
considers how these authors adapted this famous story to suit their intended audience, the agenda of 
their work and their societal context.  
 
Prof. James C. Wright (Bryn Mawr College) ‘From Emblem to Epic: Mycenaean Art and 
Mycenaean Society’ (Public Lecture).  
 
This public lecture examines how an artistic style emerged that exemplified the Mycenaean 
civilization in Greece during the late bronze age. The lecture explains how individuals use luxuries 
and other high status items to promote their social and political position so as to consolidate power 
over their communities and in relation to competing leaders elsewhere within the Greece. I will 
explain how they created both a local art and blended with the art of the palaces of Crete in order to 
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institute a visual program within the palaces that they constructed at their capitals on the mainland of 
Greece. This public lecture closes with a consideration of the impact of this visual program after the 
fall of the palaces and the transition to the iron age that ultimately led to the epics of Homer and the 
rise of the Greek city-states.   
 
Prof. James C. Wright (Bryn Mawr College) ‘The Archaeology of la longue durée: The 
Piedmont of the Corinthia and the Cycles of Regional Occupation’.  
 
This seminar is about regional archaeology and how the patterns of human occupation over a 5000-
year period tell a story about a landscape. The valleys of the Xerias, Longopotamos, Nemea and 
Asopos Rivers are properly a piedmont zone that is intermediate between the coastal plains of the 
Corinthian, Saronic and Argive Gulfs. Study of the long-term patterns of human exploitation of these 
valleys reveals cycles of occupation that differentiate this piedmont from adjacent coastal and 
mountain regions. Variation in form of settlement and in forms of agro-pastoral economies and study 
of the routes of interconnection illustrate the special character of piedmont zones in the long-term 
history of the rise and the fall of political economies in the Aegean basin from the third millennium 
BC to the contemporary times. This seminar will present evidence from environmental and climate 
studies, intensive archaeological survey, archaeological excavation, historical sources and 
ethnography to explore demography, the dynamics of settlement and occupation, and 
interconnectivity. Study of this piedmont is a case-study of a ‘small world’ within the evolving 
political economies of the wider world of the Aegean, the Mediterranean, Western Europe and the 
contemporary global political economy.  
  
Dr David M. Pritchard   
